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THE CIRCULAR 
Has for its fandamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its alm, however, 
is to give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Treams—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
us a copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address “ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”* 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wishit, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Dairy Retigiovs Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars. 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal inits operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the samereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 

The € at wha ° 
¢ Oneida Community 
MANUFACTURE 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men; Enameled Traveling-Bags; Palm- 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c.; 
Green & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS', EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
will receive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 








THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming. Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Ileavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conelusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
Allwho wish to understand Birnie Communtsw—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of suecess—should acquaint them, 
selves with the contents of this book. 

BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religious and SocialTheories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyrs. Pamphlet 6} cts. 


= Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
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Communism. 


The spiritual influences of selfishness 
make it difficult to clearly conceive of a 
state of society free from selfishness—such 
as true communism, The instinct will 
go before the understanding, in our 
reachings after such a state. We have 
a natural feeling that communism is the 
heavenly condition, and therefore the 
true and ultimate state of human nature. 
And yet we find it very difficult, in what 
may be called the obscurantism of selfish- 
ness, to define communism. Any penny- 
a-liner can knock you down flat on that 
subject, with a stroke of his pen, in such 
a world as this. If you undertake to de- 
fine the state of the angels, or the com- 
monwealth of the day of Pentecost, he 
will cut you off with the assertion that 
selfishness is really indispensable to hu- 
man nature—that a social condition 
which involves the abolishment of selfish- 
ness, is entirely Utopian, and not to be 
thought of. And not only so, but he will 
go on and defend on philosophical grounds, 
as an absolute, ultimate necessity, the in- 
dividualism and individual-property sys- 
tem that now exists. He will defend the 
selfish principle on philosophical grounds, 
as though it was the ultimate state of hu- 
man nature, and there was no possibility 
of its being changed. You will find he 
has the up-hill side of you in the whole 
argument ; your mind does not work well 
in the presence of such influences, and it 
ia difficult to make out a satisfactory de- 
fense. Nevertheless, if there is to be any 
defense, somebody must force through 
this obscurantism, and learn to conceive 
of and defend true communism—com- 
munism with God, the angels, the primi- 
tive church, and the whole family of God. 
And for our part, we are willing to work 
up-hill in this undertaking as long as it 
is necessary. 

People in this country love and defend 
Republicanism, or individual liberty.— 
And yet it is allowed by all reflecting 
men, and is even received as a popular 
doctrine here, that liberty such as this 
country enjoys, requires a certain stage of 
civilization, as its condition and basis. It 
is well understood and conceded among 
us, that a nation must have a certain 
amount of education and of religious prin- 
ciple, in order to be fit for the seif-gov- 
ernment of republicanism. On these 
grounds, there are not many who would 
favor the direct, gross extension of demo- 
cratic institutions to the ignorant na- 
tions of Europe, and to the heathen that 
are behind them. There are but few, in- 
deed, who would maintain that even 
France and Ireland are prepared for re- 
publicanism, It is on these grcunds, too, 
that slavery is justified, so far as it can be 
justified. The South is able to maintain 
a somewhat plausible argument against 
emancipation, on the fact that the colored 
population, by reason of ignorance and 
vice, are unprepared for free institutions. 

It appears, then, that we have one very 
good thing—a thing that everybody 
praises, and calls glorious—which yet 
cannot be realized and enjoyed under all 
circumstances ; and which, put in motion 
in improper circumstances, would be very 
disastrous ; as, for instance, the working 
of republican institutions in France in 
1789, was as disastrous then and there, 
as it has been glorious in this country. 

The people of this country, if they have 
learned that principle, should have good 
sense, discrimination and logic enough to 
generalize from it, and admit that there 





of the country. 


may be an ideal state, which is entirely 


desirable, and entirely practical under 
right conditions, which is yet incompat- 
ible with existing barbarism and selfish- 
ness, They should apply the same prin- 
ciple to this superior state, that they find 
applicable to republicanism; and expect 
disaster or success avcording to the con- 
ditions and circumstances in which it is 
attempted. 

We think we have made room now to 
say, That as liberty—republicanism—is a 
higher and happier state of human exist- 
ence than slavery or despotism, but can- 
not be enjoyed except by the civilized ; 
so, + at communism is a vastly higher 
state than mere liberty, though it re- 
quires a still higher degree of civilization 
for its enjoyment. 

Jesus Christ was most manifestly a 
communist. He said to his Father, ‘All 
mine are thine ; and all thine are mine:’ 
and then directly upon that, prayed that 
all believers might be one, ‘even as he 
and the Father were one.’ That certainly 
is a prayer for communism. His relation 
to the Father is that of a thorough com- 
munist. And for a moment, as it were, 
on the day of Pentecost, his communism 
manifested itself between believers; ‘all 
that believed were together, and had all 
things common.’ It seems tous to be 
self-evident to the instincts of mankind, 
if not to their understandings, that com- 
munism is the state of heaven, and that 
communisin is the only possible develop- 
ment of the heart of Christ, and in fact, 
of human nature. It would seem not to 
require any argument, (inasmuch as 
men’s convictions are already formed in 
spite of themselves,) to demonstrate that 
the relation of all believers in Jesus 
Christ, as they gather around him in a 
perfect state, is a family relation—-a 
marriage reJation——in which they can say 
to him and each other as he says to the 
Father, ‘All mine are thine, and all thine 
are mine’—a state in which they come 
into the inheritance of all things. 

There cannot be any mistake, then, 
about the main point ; and that is, that 
communism is a higher state of human 
existence than mere liberty, and indi- 
vidualism. And if you say that com- 
munism, thus defined—communism that 
proceeds from vital relations with Jesus 
Christ, such as exists in heaven, is too 
high a state—too far out of cur reach to 
be thought of in this world—then we ask, 
why do you use the Lord’s prayer, ‘ Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, 
as it isin heaven? For evidence that 
it is not impossible for communism to be 
realized on the earth, we point to the day 
of Pentecost, where all must see there 
was a development of it—a small, but ac- 
tual beginning. And who knows but that 
at this distance, mankind have advanced 
so that what was then possible only fora 
moment, is now possible on a larger scale, 
and for perpetuity ? 

Again, we appeal tu still lower and 
more familiar tacts. People have clear 
ideas of the family relation: and the 
family relation is a state of conimunism. 
Every one praises and delights in the 
idea of family; it is referred to as all 
that is left us of paradise, and the basis 
of all good in society—‘ the family rela- 
tion.” Well, that is communism, so far 
asit goes. If there is any distinction 
between the family state, and the broad- 
er condition of society, it is just there. 
In the family, communism reigns ; and 
abroad, individualism. Now it cannot be 
very difficult to conceive that the family 
relation should be extended—should unite 
families, and spread through all minds, 
so that a whole nation, and at last the 
whole world, should become ene family. 





Let simply the spirit and principle that 





makes home delightful, be extended, and 
you have the element of universal com- 
munism. It is the spirit that realizes 
unity of feeling and interest—that ex- 
cludes from between brothers the barter 
and buying and selling ot aliens, and 
keeps alive the solidarity of kindred life ; 
this is all that makes home delightful ; 
it is the family spirit—it is communism. 
We have little beginnings of communism 
the world over; wherever a family is, 
there is communism. There is commu- 
nism between the mother and child— 
communism between the husband and 
wife, where there is love and decency-- 
and communism between brothers and 
sisters, until they become hardened, and 
scattered. The whole essence and virtue 
of the family spirit, and of ‘ home, sweet 
home,’ is communism ; such as exists in 
a partial, shadowy degree. It does not 
seem altogether improper and Utopian, 
to think of condensing families—melting 
them together, and extending the feel- 
ing of consanguinity—which is a truth 
that extends through the whole race, 
though it has been long ago forgotten in 
the scattered condition of mankind. We 
see nothing but that it may be looked 
for and hoped for as possible in this 
world. But whether it is attainable or 
not, we claim that it shall be admitted 
to be a superior state. If it is too high 
for us—so high that any attempt after 
it is Utopian—so be it. But we cer- 
tainly ought not to decry it for that rea- 
son, any more than the Hottentots should 
decry liberty because they cannot attain 
and sustain it. If we would think them 
fools to decry liberty on philosophical 
grounds, because it is not adapted to 
their condition, why should not the an- 
gels think us fools if we decry commu- 
nism, simply because we are not prepared 
for it? Putting aside the personal ref- 
erence, and looking at the subject sim- 
ply, the least a person can do, is to ad- 
mit that communism is a superior state 
—as much superior to mere individual 
liberty, as liberty is higher than slavery. 
Now let us look for a moment at the 
conditions of this state. 

It is allowed that the conditions re- 
quisite for liberty, are education and re- 
ligious principle. We do not expect any 
nation to be able to sustain republican 
institutions, unless there is a good re- 
ligious conscience—--fear of God and free 
schools. And with these conditions, we 
suppose that any nation may enjoy the 
liberty of republicanism. 

Now, corresponding to those two con- 
ditions, the prerequisites of communism 
are simply a higher state of religious ex- 
perience, and of education ; that is, sa- 
vation from sin, and inspiration. Salva- 
tion from sin, is the abolishment of sel- 
fishness. Now all the arguments against 
communism, are based on the assumption 
that it is proposed to undertake it with 
material in the present state of selfish- 
ness. ‘hey say communism cannot be 
established because men are selfish. But 
the question remains, Is it n2cessary 


that imen should be seltish ? Is there 
no way to abolish selfishness ? If there 
is not, communism is estopped. But it 


is at least supposable that Jesus Christ, 
who expressly said that he came into the 
world to save people from sin—who is 
called ‘the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world’—it is at least 
supposable that he has in store grace and 
wisdom by which selfishness can be abol- 
ished. We have not yes fathomed the 
unsearchable riches of his grace. The 
world with all its light, is bound yet to 
be modest in its pretensions to knowledge 
of the Bible, and of true religion ; and 
if it is supposable that salvation from sin 
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is a proposal of the gospel of Christ yet 
to be discovered and realized, then the 
most essential condition of communism 
may yet be seen in the world. 

The other condition of communism, we 
have said, is an advanced state of educa- 
tion, or inspiration. Well, the signs of 
the times are clearly pointing to the uni- 
versal recognition of inspiration, as the 
zift of the present age to the world. The 
invisible world is certainly pressing upon 
us in various ways. And who knows but 
the same spirit that was in Jesus Christ 
and upon the apostles, will yet come upon 
all flesh, so that ‘ your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men dream dreams, 
and your sons and daughters prophesy,’ 
and inspiration be a universal blessing ? 

With these two conditions—salvation 
from sin, and inspiration—which are in 
fact only advanced stages of religious prin- 
ciple and education, mankind will be 
prepared for something better than lib- 
erty. Yourcommon schools, and your 
lower form of religious experience, are 
suflicient for the establishment of liberty 
—republicanism. But is it not rational 
to suppose, that with the great advance 
in education and religion that we con- 
template, mankind will be prepared for 
something higher than mere republican- 
ism ? 

What is the higher state, that must 
come in for the final liberation of man- 
kind 2? We answer, It is the state of 
heaven—the spirit and principle of the 
day of Pentecost; that is, COMMUNISM. 
We do not ask mankind to believe in the 
possibility of communism ina state of 
selfishness—in the ordinary state of man- 
kind. But we do ask them to believe in 
the possibility of a higher form of civili- 
zation—a more perfect work of the grace 
of God in men’s hearts than they have 
yet experienced, abolishing selfishness ; 
and a more perfect education, by the re- 
ception of inspiration. Then on that 
basis, with the hope of such conditions, 
we ask them to believe in the possibility 
of communism, and to aspire unto it.— 
We ask mankind at least not to be illib- 
eral toward those who are seeking this 
state, and who believe in its possibility. 
It would be ungenerous and absurd for 
the French or the Irish people to try to 
level us down to their impotency, and to 
batter us with arguments to prove that 
we cannot possibly maintain republican 
institutions, because they have found it 
impossible. Every true-hearted French- 
man or Irishman will say to the Ameri- 
can nation, ‘Go on. Whether we are 
able to maintain republican institutions 
or not, we are glad to see that there is a 
people who can ; and we know that their 
advance will help us.’ So we ask the 
world not to judge all by the general con- 
dition, but to encourage those who are 
pressing forward in improvement, to go 
on. If we ever expect to see the heaven- 
ly state on earth, if the world is ever to 
advance beyond liberty to communism, 
there must be a beginning somewhere ; 
and probably at first it will commence 
with a few. 

We believe the people of this country 
are really much nearer a preparation for 
this new step in civilization, than is gen- 
erally imagined. It is evident that the 
expansion of liberty in its present form 
of individualism, and its present stage of 
religion and education, has been success- 
ful, and has reached its maturity with a 
large class in this country; and hence, 
that if progress is to go on, this is the 
next step before them. There will be no 
further possibility of going forward, with- 
out accepting that for which they have 
prayed—the will of God done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

The progress of mankind in social and 
political elevation, may be clearly divided 
into four distinct stages—Despotism, 
Constitutionalism, Republicanism, and 
Communism, The three first are now 

exhibited in different parts of the world ; 
the fourth, on a great scale, is yet to come. 
Russia, in the East, clings to the despotic, 


absolute principle. The other parts of 
Europe have advanced so far as to demand 
Constitutional governments, and some are 
looking forward to Republicanism. In 
this country we have gained Republican- 
ism ; and persons may think that we 
have thereby reached the highest point of 
development. But surely there is another 
stage before us. 

All this talk about socialism {that is 
filling the ears of the world, is evidence 
of a transition toward that future stage. 
It does not belong to Republicanism.— 
The business of Republicanism is, to set 
men free—to keep them from injuring 
each other, and then let every man take 
care of himself. This is all. Hence the 
movement of the popular mind towards 
combination, as in Odd Fellowship, Pro- 
tective Unions, &c., is a sign of transition 
beyond Republicanism. 

Fourier’s ideas about the ‘ age of Har- 
mony,’ are mere dish-water. It is the age 
of communism that is coming. All the 
signsare on hand. If there was no God, 
or if things were going on forever by the 
laws of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, we 
might then calculate as Fourier did, 
that it would take three or four centuries 
to introduce the ‘age of harmony,’ and 
much more the age of communism, which 
he scarce Jooked for at all. But we live 
in new times, and under arother king ; 
salvation from sin has gained a foothold 
in the world, and is known to be a possi- 
ble thing ; and inspiration is known to 
be a possible thing ; and with those two 
points established, we have already the 
main conditions of the age of communism. 


It is objected that communism is not 
consistent with freedom ; ‘ it is the grave 
of liberty,’ they say. We affirm, on the 
contrary, that it is resurrection from the 
grave of liberty. It is the grave of liberty 
only in the same sense that republican- 
ism is the grave of despotism and slavery; 
i.e, by the substitution of something 
additional, and better. Marriage, so far 
as there is love, connecting two persons 
together in vital relations, is also the 
grave of liberty ; but it is the birth of 
happiness. The truth is, this everlasting 
talk and pother about liberty, is after 
all ahobby of the brain, rather than a 
matter of the heart. Communism is the 
emancipation of the heart ; and so of all 
those elements of happiness which belong 
to the heart, which under the rule of 
mere liberty and logic lie struggling and 
suppressed, 
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ONEIDA, MARCH 24, 1859. 
Social Conditions of the Final 
W orld. 

It is evident that the human race from the be- 
ginning has been divided by death into two 
great departments, which we may call ‘this 
world’ and ‘the other world.’ And in the 
past ages—which have been the seed-time of 
the race—that pertion of humanity which may 
be called the ‘this world party’ has been the 
strongest. Here all have commenced their exis- 
tence and grown up to manhood, and here, of 
course, the race has established its first, and, in 
some respects, its strongest system of institutions. 

But as persons from this world are by death 
constantly passing into the other world, ‘ the 
other world party’ must necessarily have grown 
steadily ; and there must come a time in the his- 
tory of the race~unless the two parties are to be 
permanently separated and alienated from each 
other—when ‘the other world party’ will pre- 
vail andabsorb this world into itself, and will 
give this world its own fashions and institu- 
tions. Whether the race has arrived at that 
stage may be a question, but sooner or later the 
spirit world will he the prevailing, dictating portion 
of mankind. 

We must. not think, however, of the other world 
party, 2s consisting merely of the great mass of 
misce!laneous dead. ‘The center of the spiritual 
world is Christ, and in connection with him 








144,000 that were sealed out of the tribes of Israel, 
and the great multitude which no man can num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and 
tongues, who follow the Lamb. These constitute 
the central and ruling organization in the other 
world. And this central organization must be as~ 
similating to itself to a certain degree all the right- 
eous dead who have passed into the other world 
since the first resurrection, ‘and will continue to 
do so. When therefore this world reaches that 
stage where the other worid prevails and absorbs 
this world into itself, then marriage must cease. 
The ‘other world party,’ as discovered, to us in 
the kingdom of the resurrection, and in the 
life and power of Jesus Christ, have nothing to 
do with marriage, but are as the angels of God. 
With the extension of the power and influence of 
this great spiritual organization into this world, 
will come the breaking up of the fashions of the 
past—the old habits which have prevailed in 
the seed-time of the race—and the fashions of 
the heavenly world will take their place. This 
world will emerge into the age of Communism 
and Love. 

The question of Communism is one which the 
world cannot ignore. The permanence of the 
marriage institution is open to the trial of the fu- 
ture. It cannot rest in the past—in its prestige as 
an antique institution. A portion of mankind 
have advanced out of it. All who have passed in- 
to the resurrection world have passed out of the 
marriage relation. The living and the dead must 
follow them or be separated from them. 

The question at issue between the two worlds is, 
in fact, the old and ever-recurring question, in all 
society, between the old and the young: Will 
the ascending fellowship prevail? Will the young 
be turned towards the old, or will the two Parties 
separate ? Will the young life of the world— 
the new generations that are coming on the field of 
existence and action—be turned to the old, to 
the fathers who have passed into the other world 
and have entered the home of Communism and 
heavenly love? If so, then the ‘other world 
party’ will prevail and absorb this world into it- 
self, and the fashion of marriage will cease, and 
the fashion of the angels will take its place. The 
final Elijah of Reform will surely ‘turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest the Lord 
when he cometh shall smite the earth with a 
curse.’— Mal. 4: 6. 





The Founders of Christianity 
and Marriage. 

It isa fact of great significance in any point 
of view, that Jesus Christ and Paul, one the 
founder, the other the chief apostle of Christianity, 
were never married. How happens it, we ask 
those who exalt marriage as the corner-stone of 
society and chief hand-maid of religion, that 
Christ and Paul both neglected to sanction so 
vital an institution by theirexample? It is not 
a sufficient answer to say that their circumstances 
made it inconvenient for them to marry; if 
marriage is so essential an affair, such a sacra- 
mental ordinance as is claimed for it, no ordinary 
obstacle should have prevented their practical 
endorsement of it. They must have known that 
questions and issues would arise from time to 
time concerning this relation of the sexes; and if 
exclusive dual marriage was to be perpetuated in 
the kingdom that they came to found, how im- 
portant that it should be able to cite them in its 
favor, instead of having at best but an ambiguous 
toleration from their doctrine, and no support 
whatever from their practice! To make of this 
institution an epitome of all socia! duties, as some 
try to do, involves the embarrassing need of 
excusing Jesus Christ and Paul for their most in- 
explicable neglect of it; and the more it is exalted 
the more difficult docs the task become. 

The alternatives of marriage to a conscientious 
mind, are on one side celibacy, and on the other 
refined and God-inspired freedom. It is evident 
to us that Christ and Paul chose both of these 
courses in preference to marriage. As a prelim- 
inary discipline, suitable to the earthly and un- 
perfected state of the church, they chose the self- 
denying alternative of abstinence; but the resur- 
rection, towards which they aimed, was a state 
in which society proceeds on the plan of universal 
love, sanctified and glorified in all its relations 
by the very presence of God. To them, before 
whom the resurrection stood asa familiar and 
near attainment, what need was there of the 
earthly, legal, semi-selfish, and merely typical 
connection of marriage? There were two other 
courses before them more appropriate, and they 
took them, turning their back on marriage. 








stands the kingdom of the resurrection—the 


If we had only their outward and earthly life in 





view, as their conscientious followers, we should 
incline to Shakerism. In view of their glorified 
exaltation in the mansions of the resurrection, 
we find a place for unselfish freedom. These are 
the only two positions that we can see authorized 
by the practical example of Christ and Paul.— 
Marriage is nowhere in their career.—c. w. N. 





Change of Occupation. 

Community life contrasts with ordinary society 
in many respects; butone of the most marked 
contrasts is seen in the matter of occupations, 
There, it is considered essential that a man de- 
vote nearly his whole attention to une branch of 
business, and that for a life-time. Here, change 
of occupation is frequent and popular. Our 
spring organization of business, just completed, 
has resulted in several changes of this sort. Trap- 
makers are made farmers and gardeners; school- 
teachers and machinists, printers and millers, 
ditto, ditto. These changes are generally accep- 
table to the parties concerned. The book-keeper, 
for instance, who is metamorphosed into a team- 
ster, thus sings: ‘Farewell single and double 
entry—farewell day-book and journal, ledger and 
cash-book—farewell posting and figuring, settling 
and balancing, and above all, farewell to the month- 
ly balance-sheet! Welcome vigorous, muscular 
exercise—welcome the sun and wind, heat and 
cold—welcome a keen appetite, good digestion, 
sound refreshing sleep, and all that tends to 
make one healthy and hardy ! 

It were easy, though apparently unnecessary, 
to demonstrate the superiority of the Community 
method—since every one will readily acknowl- 
edge, that though the method ordinarily pursued 
may be most profitable so far as dollars and cents 
are concerned, yet the Community system of 
change and rotation is best calculated to develope 
character, and make the most complete men and 
women.—w. A. H. 
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News of th e Week. 


The Ocean Telegraph. 

The Atlantic Telegraph Company are taking 
measures to raise a new capital for constructing 
another cable or resusitating the old one; and the 
British Government have agreed to give a guar- 
antee of eight per cent. on £600,000 of the new 
capital for twenty-five years, on certain conditions 
which have not yet been made known to the pub- 
lic, but which are said to be not unfavorable to 
the share-holders. Whether men will be found 
willing to invest sufficient means to carry out 
this enterprise after the failure of the first, re- 
mains to be seen—we hope there may be. The 
cost of the old cable, including laying, &c., is stated 
to have been £1,021,000; but the new one will 
not probably cost as much, on account of the ex- 
perience the Company have derived in construct- 
ing and experimenting with the first cable. 
Freshets and Accidents. , 

The rains of the last few days have caused ex- 
tensive freshets in various parts of the country, 
which have done much damage, by sweeping off 
bridges, washing away railroad tracks, &c., &c. 
Twenty miles of the Hudson River Railroad track 
is stated to be under water, though whether 
much of it is washed away is not yet known. A 
steamboat conveys the passengers around the 
inundated part. A portion of the track of the 
Great Western Railway, Canada, between Flam- 
boro and Dundas, was washed away, and in con- 
sequence, a frightful accident occured to a pas- 
senger train, which ran into the cavity washed 
out, burying the locomotive, smashing the bag- 
gage and passenger cars, killing five or more per- 
sons, and wounding many others. 

Railroad Convention. 

An unusually large and important Railroad 
Convention of three days length was held last 
week in Buffalo, some fifty roads being repre- 
sented by more than two hundred delegates.— 
The object of the convention was to arrange ‘ time 
tables’ for the connection of the trains on the 
different roads between the seaboard and the 
great cities of the west. The question of the con- 
tinuation of the combination which has existed 
for some months between the four great Atlantic 
lines, the New York Central, New York and Erie, 
Pennsylvania Central, and Baltimore and Ohio 
Roads, for the purpose of securing reduced speed 
of trains anda uniform through-passenger and 
freight tariff, having come up for discussion, re- 
sulted in the Convention breaking up into two 
parts, the withdrawing party agreeing to meet 
again at Columbus, Ohio, on the 23d inst. The 
war of competition and fast trains is thus again 
opened, which bodes no good to the stockholders, 
however much it may add to the convenience ot 
the traveling public. The running time for the fast 
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train on the northern route between New York 
city and Chicago, is 35 hours, : 
School Excitement in Boston, 

A case of school discipline has lately occurred 
in the Elliot School House, North Bennett st., 
Boston, which is attracting considerable public 
attention, and is worthy of notice. It is a revival 
of the question which agitated portions of this 
State a year or two since, and which seems likely 
to occur from time to time, as the Protestant 
and Roman Catholic principles come in collision. 
The present case stands thus: The Elliot School 
numbers some eight hundred scholars, about half 
or three-fouths of whom are children of Roman 
Catholic parents. These Catholic children have 
heretofore conformed to the city regulation, that 
portions of the Scriptures should be read in the 
schools every day, the Ten Commandments re- 
peated, and the Lord’s prayer chanted. One day 
last week, however, a large number of them posi- 
tively refused to join in these exercises; and on 
being questioned, gave as their reasons, that they 
were under instructions from their parents and 
their priest, Father Wiget, to take this course. 
After consultation with the proper authorities, 
the master proceeded to enforce the regulations, 
and 381 of the scholars were either turned out or 
left. Of this number 138 have returned to the 
school, and 243 remain out. It isa matter of 
doubt whether the rest of the Catholic clergy of 
the city willsustain the position of Father Wiget. 
Russian Items. 

The Government Telegraph to the Amoor 
river is to pass through the principle cities of cen- 
tral Russia, as well as the chief towns of Siberia. 
Its cost is estimated at $1,600,000, and its annual 
working expenses at $560,000. Mr Berling, 
an American, has launched upon the Amoor, a 
small steamer, 125 feet long, and drawing two 
feet water. Anew Russian town, Vernve, 
has sprung up with American-like rapidity, on the 
western frontier of China, having already 5000 
inhabitants. “So many of the peasants of 
Kovno, and the neighboriog provinces, are said to 
have become members of total abstinence societies 
that the men who hold the monopoly of the bran- 
dy traffic fear very much that they will not be 
able to pay the sums which they have agreed to 
pay for this monopoly. This extraordinary move- 
ment is attributed by some tw the influence of the 
clergy; others think that it is produced by the 
approaching emancipation, the peasants now hay- 
ing some object in accumulating property.” 

War with the Camanches. 

In addition to the existing difficulties with the 
Indians of California, the United States troops 
are at regular war with the Camanches of New 
Mexico. Late accounts from that territory bring 
intelligence of several battles between them, and 
the prospect of others. The Camanches are rep- 
resented as numbering three thousand warriors. 
If this be true, the United States forces will have 
their hands full to manage them. 
rom Mexico. 

The new Reactionary President Miramon, ap- 
pears to have received a check in his advance 
upon Vera Cruz, by the defeat of one division of 
his army, sent out to dislodge a party of the Lib- 
erals at Jalapa or some place thereabouts. Much 
excitement exists at Vera Cruz in consequenve of 
Miramon’s approach to the city, but confi- 
dence is expressed that it will be able to defend 
itself successfully. ‘The Liberal chiefs in the in- 
terior are stated to be carrying on the war vigo- 
rously. The Hon. Robert McLane, the newly 
appointed Minister from this country to Mexico, 
is instructed to acknowledge the Liberal Presi- 
dent, Juarez, provided heis able to maintain 
himself in poweragainst the Reactionary Party. 
The attitude of the United States Government 
towards them, has greatly encouraged and 
strengthened the Liberal Party. 

More Fillibustering. 

A new fillibustering expedition against Nicara- 
gua has been organizing for some time, and Gen. 
Walker’s departure for California is directly con- 
nected with it. As the enterprise will start from 
the Pacific side, his recent profession of the 
Catholic faith is believed to be designed as a pro- 
pitiation to Nicaraguan sentiment, but will not 
succeed, since he is known and detected. Gen. 
Henningsen’s emigration scheme, ostensibly for 
Arizona, is supposed to be inspired by a similar 
purpose, with an understanding as to a future 
rendezvous and junction of forces.—Tribune. 
The Question of an Extra Session. 

The attention of the Administration has lately 
been much occupied with the question whether 
or not to call an extra session of Congress; and 
at the last authentic dates from Washington the 

















matter was still undecided, part of the Cabinet 
being against it, and the President and Postmaster- 
General Holt for it. It was considered pretty 
certain however, that the decision would be ad- 
verse to an extra session. How the Post Office 
Department will be carried on without it, we are 
unable to say, as the deficiency, it is said, will 
amount to several millions by the first of August 
next. 

...-The Hon. Mike Walsh, a notorious rowdy 
politician of New York, wus found dead at the 
foot of a steep flight of stone steps leading toa 
basement, under the millinery store, No. 138 
Eighth Avenue, on Thursday morning of last week- 
He is supposed to have been in a state of partial 
intoxication, and may have come to his death by 
stumbling down the steps. A strong suspicion, 
however, exists, that he was thrown down them 
by some person or persons, for the purpose of 
plundering him, as, when found, he had been 
robbed of a costly gold watch and chain, a dia- 
mond finger ring, and whatever money he had 
about him save a few coppers. 

...-The Hudson River 1s now open for naviga™ 
tion, and the various lines of steamboats have 
commenced operations, and are running regularly. 

..--The Grand Jury of Washington have found 
an indictment for murder against the Hon. Daniel 
E. Sickles ; but have failed to do so against But- 
terworth as an accessory. How soon the trial of 
Sickles will come off is not known. It is said 
that every possible effort will be made to prevent 
his conviction. 





An Oneida Journal. 


Thursday, March 17.—A friend from Canada, 
on his way to his native city, Edinburgh, called 
to procure some of our publications to take with 
him. We had the pleasure of entrusting to him 
a few of our Oneida apples for a friend at Glas- 
gow—doubtful, however, whether they will keep 
during the voyage of the Atlantic. 

Friday, 18.—This is the season for spring chan- 
ges. Changes of business, changes of location, 
movings to and fro, and a general clearing of the 
decks for action. Mr. L. and a lad go to Putney, 
Mrs. M., Mrs. K., Miss. P., (the latter a skillful as- 
sociate in the types,) and two young men to Wal- 
lingford, Mr. I., whose presence and services for 
a few weeks have been very grateful, returns to 
Newark, &c., &c. Among the changes here, 
W. A. Hinds surrenders the post of book-keeper, 
which he has filled with indefatigable punctuality 
and faithfulness for several years, to take a team 
on the farm, or as he expressed it in his applica- 
tion for the change, ‘to go out to grass.’ Good 
wishes go with him. Mr. Carr also resigns the 
foremanship of the silk business for a similar 
change. Mr. Allen, late of Wallingford, is book- 
keeper, Messrs. Olds, Miller and Lord, are Di- 
rectors of the silk business. Mr. J. I. Noyes is 
bee-keeper, dairyman, and cutler-general. Mr. 
Hawley and O. Kellogg are the foremen of the 
Farm work, M. Kinsley of the Garden, &c.— 
Gardening will be somewhat curtailed the pres- 
ent season in consideration of the work at quar- 
rying and brick-making; other departments will 
goonas usual. So far as we know, through all 
the changes and distribution of forces incident to 
the spring organization, there is the utmost har- 
mony and union, a good presage of energy and 
God’s blessing on the enterprises of the seuson. 

Saturday, 19.—A pair of mules were purchased 
to-day with a view to test the value of these ani- 
mals for teaming service. Hot-beds begin 
to be in requisition for starting Diana and Con- 
cord Grape cuttings. Evening.—Shakespeare’s 
‘Much Ado about Nothing.’ The courtly Bene- 
dick was represented by G. W. Hamilton, Bea- 
trice by C. A. Miller. The music of the orches- 
tra was particularly good.——An anonymous 
friend at the East, sending the name of anew 
subscriber to the Circular says, ‘ You hardly un- 
derstand how much the Circular is appreciated 
and loved, especially the domestic part of it. You 
have every reason to be encouraged.’ Such an ex- 
pression is certainly encouraging. We are not 
aware of doing or saying any thing with a view 
merely to manufacture interest. Indeed, life with 
most of us individually seems commonplace enough 
and beset with trials. But we have abandoned 
ourselves to the Community idea, and if in the 
pursuit of that we are led to exhibit here and 
there gleams of a higher social and religious state, 
the credit belongs to the spirit of Communism, 
which is not fora few but forall. As for the 
Oneida Journal, it is written somewhat desultorily 
by different persons, and takes shape from the 
idiosyncracies of the writers as well as from the 
matters which 1t imperfectly aims to depict. 





THE CIRCULAR. 








Sunday Evening, 20.—The first chapter of 
Philippians was read, and attention called to the 
verse, ‘Only let your conversation be as it be- 
cometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I 
come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear 
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind, sTRIVING TOGETHER for the faith 
of thegospel.’ Unity, then, is that kind of conver- 
sation that becometh the gospel of Christ. It is 
not pharisaical observances, or the mere dead 
morality of the letter, but oneness of spirit and 
mind. This is the condition in which the word 
of God has free course—gifts of edification circu- 
late from one to another, and the whole body is 
knit together in beauty and growth, by a com- 
mon life. Many expressed thanks for the preva- 
lence of unity. 

Monday, 21.—Various excavations for water 
pipes and aqueducts leading to the Dairy-House 
and the Horse-barn, are going on. Wherever man 
locates he has his underground world—his sys- 
tem of subterranean circulation, as well as his 
surface and atmospheric abode. The curiosities 
out of sight and beneath our feet as we traverse 
the thick haunts of men, as in great cities, would 
be very entertaining, if laid bare. Even:ng. 
— Discussion of domestic arrangements pertaining 
to work in the kitchen—how to shorten and 
lighten the labor of washing dishes for two hun- 
dred persons three times. a day. 

Tuesday, 22.—A dinner-party for the milkers 
and their friends at the dairy house to inaugurate 
the opening dairy season. A cheerful time, of 
course, but it led to-some criticism of several 
musicians who were detained by it from their 
place in the band, thereby interrupting the special 
musical drill that is appointed for Tuesdays.— 
Such contre-temps must be avoided in future- 
——LEvening.—Mostly spent in religious conver" 
sation and confessions of Christ. One testified to 
the advantage of assuming the posture and con- 
dition of health as a means of inviting it, and re- 
pelling disease. Another found the electric spark 
of health communicated from time to time through 
interior attention and prayer. 

Tue Lites anp Fow.s.—Tulips are thrust- 
ing their delicate crimson points, through the 
damp mold, first token of advancing spring. Soon 
the gardens and borders will be ablaze with their 
beauty. We have enjoyed occasional bouquets of 
the calla, roses, carnations, &c., from the green- 
house, during the winter, but now the sun is 
rapidly making a great green-house of nature it- 
self; the blue transparent firmament, seems to 
gather and intensify his beams, and the miracle 
of life is bursting out on every hand. The feath- 
ered tribes are sensitive to the influences of 
the season. Now crows may be seen explor- 
ing here and there in the ever-green thickets, or 
single ones fly across your path with a business- 
like air, evidently intent upon something besides 
forage. The orchard songsters are heard morn- 
ing and night. Two golden robins, that passed 
the winter with us, are merry occupants of our 
parlor. Wild ducks, visit our mill-pond on their 
way to their breeding grounds at Labrador. Our 
domestic ducks have a practice that displays 
something like sagacity. The creek here makes 
a circuit of half a mile, returning nearly to its 
nlace of departure, and with the poultry house 
situated in the chord of the arc about equi-dis- 
tant from the stream either way. The ducks 
having ascertained by experiment that by taking 
the stream at the upper point they can float with 
the current to the near vicinity of the poultry 
house on the other side, are accustomed to make 
the voyage, and on landing, we are informed, 
sometimes steer straight across to their place of 
embarkation again, and repeat the excursion. 
The report of eggs, from poultrydom reaches 170 
per day. 

Erratum.—lIn the quotation from Burns in our 
last weekly Journal, the line 

‘And keenly felt the friendly glow’ 
was made to read, by a typographical error, 
And keenly felt the friendly d/ow. 





Communications. 
Newark, N. J., March 15. 

——My heart overflows when I attempt to 
enumerate the countless blessings of which I am 
continually a recipient. One cause of increasing 
gratitude to God, (and it is by no means the 
least) lies in the fact that he has given me a 
spiritual perception of the truth, I am not per- 
plexed with doubts and fears ; with Paul I can 
say, ‘I therefore so run not as uncertainly; so 
fight 1, not as one that beateth the air.’ Iam 
persuaded, without ashadow of doubt, of the 
truth of our position, and I thank God most. sin- 
cerely for directing my course—leading me out 




















from the world, and worldly habits of life, and 
placing me, together with my family, ina Com- 
munity that has for its object the introduction of 
the kingdom of heaven on earth. The glorious 
future is full of hope and promise, and the pres- 
ent, though a state of discipline and warfare, sub- 
ject to the fluctuations of feeling, yet abounds 
with abundant comfort and consolation. The 
consciousness of union with Christ, and the fel- 
lowship of spirit that we enjoy with all saints, 
sweetens every trial,so that we can but treat 
them as ‘light afflictions’ and press on with alac- 
rity to the good before us. I thank God most 
sincerely, that his providence has watched over 
me from my birth; Ican say with the Psalm 
ist, ‘Surely goodness and mercy have followed 
me all the days of my life.’—x. y. J. 


Baldwinsville, N. Y., March 17. 
——I thank God for salvation from sin through 
Jesus Christ, and that he ever led me to seek 
him. I thank him for his word, and all his pre- 
cious promises—for the grace he has given me 
to overcome the world, and for all the blessings I 
enjoy. My greatest desire is that I may have 
more faith and grace, that I may glorify him 
more. I confess my union with every believer 

in Jesus Christ. Mary P. Beacu. 


East Hamilton, N. Y., March 14. 
——I feel thankful to God for giving mea 
knowledge of his salvation, ard a heart to appre- 
ciate that which is saving me from the influences 
by which I am daily surrounded. I am learning 
to withdraw myself from the world, and place my 
mind on Christ within. I feel thankful te God 
for giving me the victory of faith. I realize that 
I am growing in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. [ thank God also, for 
the writings of Mr. Noyes, and for the Circular ; 
through them T have been led to that peace which 
is like a river, to that hope ‘ which is as an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which en- 
tereth into that within the veil-’ 
Ciara P. Loomis. 
Freeport, lil., March 15, 1856. 
--— I confess Christ, my Saviour, my resur- 
rection and my life. During the past winter, I 
have had many trials, interna! and external, but 
Christ has been faithful to me; I have suf- 
fered no loss save that of hay, wood, and stub 
ble. I have submitted myself to the will of God 
in Christ, and am willing that he should do his 
own work iv perfecting salvation ir me, in his 
own way, and by and through his own instrumen- 
talities. I thank God for trials; for with them 
comes the refining fire of his love, and through 
them, I am being conformed to the image of his 
Son. Iam conscious that God is dealing with 
me in love, and that he will perfect the salvation 
he has begun in me, and that I shall sooner or 
later, attain unto complete oneness with Christ. 
I confess my unity and sympathy, with you and 
solicit your sympathy and criticism. 
Hervey M’Lenauen. 
Cambridge, Vt., March 16. 
——I thank God and all the friends that la- 
bor at Oneida, for the Circular. Surely it has 
served to cheer me onward. I confess Christ in 
me a whole Savior. Lypira W. Cuase. 
Farmers?’ Valley, Pa., March 18. 
—wWhen I read the article in the last Circu- 
lar, headed ‘A Home Convention,’ my heart 
swelled with emotions of gratitude to God for 
the gift of His Son; and that through Him life 
and immortality are brought to light. I am 
thankful for the Circular. I cannot tell you 
what a comfort it isto me; and eternity alone 
can reveal the amount of good I have received by 
it. Iam thankful for the books you sent; truly 
the ‘ poor have the gospel preached to them.’ 
E. L. Moore. 
Cayuga, N. Y., March 20. 
—lI am thankful I have received the truth 
as it is in Christ—my Savior from sin and my 
Redeemer. My heart is often filled with love to 
God, gratitude, thankfulness, and faith in the 
resurrection. Iam thankful for the free gift of 
the Circular. Through it I weekly converse 
with the Community, which is a feast to my soul, 
I confess Christ in all things. Love and friend- 
ship to the Commumty. May God prosper you 
in all things. P. M. Foorr. 


Oneida Community, March 22. 
I wish through the columns of the Circu- 
jar to express my thankfulness to God for his 
goodness to me the past year. I thank God that 
iny heart was led to embrace tho doctrine of 
Salvation from Sin as taught by Christ eighteen 
hundred years ago, and preached in these latter 











days by J. H. Noyes and the Oneida Community. 
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I confess my union with Christ and the Commu- 

nity. Joun M. Buroicx. 
Oneida Community, Mar. 19. 

——I desire to express my thankfulness for a 
Community home and school. I am satisfied 
that truth and sincerity reign here, because their 
fruits, love and harmony, are so manifest. [ con- 
fess Christ a soft and teachable spirit, and my 
union with his family here. L. Marks. 

Oneida Community, March 21. 

——I wish to give praise and thanksgiving to 
God. He has done more for me than I could 
even ask or think. He has given us the Com- 
forter to guide us into all truth, and abide with 
us forever; by which we know that Christ died 
to redeem the body as well as the soul. The 
people of God may lift up their heads and rejoice, 
for their redemption draweth nigh. The gospel 
we have received is a resurrection gospel, which 
is destined not only to deliver those who receive 
it here, from the power of death, but it will loose 
the bonds of the captives in Hades, and lead cap- 
tivity captive. Thank God for the gospel of sal- 
vation from the power of sin and death. 

Susan Frevp. 
Oneida Community, March 23. 

I feel that it 1s good to call to mind the grace 
and love that God hath bestowed on us, and to 
stir up our hearts to offer unto Him the praise 
that is due. To have been called out of darkness 
into his marvelous light—to have been delivered 
from the power of sin and unbelief, and transferred 
into the kingdom of his dear Son—are blessings 
the greatness and value of which we are now 
unable to compute: for, as says the apostle, ‘it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be.’ Yet we 
can say with admiring thankfulness, ‘ Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God:’ and it may for the present suffice us to 
know that ‘when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he 15s.’ 





Among other causes for praise and thanksgiv- 
ing to God, I wish to praise him for the security 
given to his people. Christ’s sheep ‘hear his 
voice, and he knows them, and they follow 
him; and he gives unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of his hand.’ If any who have 
known the truth do finally forsake it and fall 
away, we know that it will be because they are 
not of the truth—not of Christ’s sheep. 

I thank God for those whom he is making man- 
ifest as ‘faithful souls’-—who abide in him who 
if FAITHFUL AND TRUE.’ LT thank him tvo, not 
only for his provideniial care over us—for his 
goodness in directly supplying our needs—but al- 
so for his criticisms and chastisements, knowing 
that ‘whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.’ I 
would join with Paul, and say to faithful believers, 
wherever they may be—‘ We are bound to give 
thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved 
of the Lord, because Gud hath from the begin- 
ning chosen you to salvation, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.’ 

i? 





Table Talk--No. 5. 


The presence of God, the Creator, in 
creation is the natural state of things ; 
the first and highest law of nature is that 
the Spirit of truth and love shall pervade 
all the other laws of nature. In the begin- 
ning, Adam and Eve were placed in the 
very bosom of nature, and God was their 
companion— he walked and talked with 
them. He was their Father, as truly as 
nature was their mother. It isa very 
unnatural state of things where there is 
a mother without a Father. Our theory 
of faith demands that the laws of nature 
shall feed and support the Jaw of faith, 
with the miraculous power of the living 
God for their medium of action. 

Crude nature—i. e., nature without 
the interference of intelligence—is not 
considered, even by persons in unbelief. 
as the proper and unavoidable lot of man. 


The ingenuity of man is exercised in 
modifying the laws of nature. He cooks, 
and in various ways prepares his food ; 
yet no one calls this an anomaly, or an 
intrusion on the simplicity of nature.— 
Whatever may be the fact in regard to 
specific instances, it is the supreme law 








of man’s nature to be inventive; this 
faculty is given him by God, and with it 
the high privilege of completing those 
arrangements for his happiness, which 
nature offers in an unadjusted state.— 
The same power of transcending crude 
nature, is seen to some extent in the 
lower animals. The birds, for instance, 
make their nests; and nests are artifi- 
cial things. Mere bald nature does not 
weave together grass, and form nests. 
This isa beautiful incident, revealing 
the higher law of nature, which provides 
for the interference of living skill. All 
the real improvements that we can make 
in our condition are natural. It is as 
natural that we should cook our food as 
it is for the birds to make their nests. 


Every one recognizes, then, the right- 
ful presence of human providence, the 
living intelligence of man, in modifying 
the things which crude nature presents 
to us—and in directing her processes, 
And it is just as rightful and natural 
that the living God should improve all 
things, and be accepted as the rightful 
sovereign and superintendent, not only of 
the processes of nature, but the ingenuity 
and skill of man; and that we should 
eat and drink in his presence, and in his 
name ; and that all the processes of na- 
ture and human providence, should be 
pervaded by, and bathed in, the spirit of 
love and truth, which can alone lubricate 
the whole machinery, and make harmony 
between nature and man. Human provi- 
dence is not sufficient to reconcile man 
and nature, and make them work musi- 
cally together. It requires the supreme 
influence of the love of God to reconcile 
them. Man and nature are really at 
war with each other as long as God is 
excluded from the combination: God is 
the great peace-maker of the universe, 
and must reconcile all things. All that 
is called civilization is only a recognition 
and elevation of human providence over 
nature—human interference with gross 
matter; and we may he perfectly cer- 
tain that if civilization continues to pro- 
gress, it will end in readmitting the Di- 
vine Providence over nature. 





Progress of Russia. 


The rapidity of the growth of Russia surprises 
us no less than the height it has already reached. 
There is only one parallel to it—that of a nation 
whose history, institutions, and ideas are totally 
of an opposite character—no others, in a word, 
than ourown. About the time when Peter was 
entering on his laborious career of self-education, 
in order to the development of his country—for 
if ever man deserved the title of Father of his 
Country it was he—the English colonies on this 
western coutinent oecnpied but a narrow strip 
of its Atlantic coast, and were just then teebly 
struggling with the French colonists and Indian 
tribes in the ‘French war.’ Little more than a 
century and ahalfhas since rolled away, and 
those few and weak colonies have overspread and 
subdued the best part of the continent, and be- 
come a nation of some 31,000,000, whose numer- 
ical amount is by no means the principal element 
of its greatness. Russia has meanwhile advanced, 
if not with equal, at least with like rapidity. She 
has emerged from her barbarian isolation, while 
our own country has shaken off the fetters of co- 
lonial dependence and been working out for her- 
self a national organization and position. Both 
have, about the same time, attained to ihe rank 
of first-rate powers, and while the forces that 
have propelled them forward have been as dissim- 
ilar as the direction in which they have advanced, 
the ratio of their progress has real!y been not un- 
like. The great autocracy of the Old World and 
the great democracy of the New have been stead- 
ily advancing, the one eastward, the other west- 
ward, till now, at the mouth of the Amoor and 
from the coasts of California and Columbia, they 
confront each other across the Pacific. 

Russia has, it is true, long possessed a coast on 
the Pacific ; but the frozen and riverless solitudes 
of Siberia were of little practical use to her. She 
hasjust now made one of the boldest strides in 
the cuncession she has procured from China, in 
tue treaty of Tien-Tsin, of an ample and rich re- 
gion about the mouth of the noble river Amoor. 
‘That is an acquisition of inestimable value to her, 


2} and of vast importance to the future of Asia and 


of the world. Henceforth Russia will be power- 
ful in the Pacific, as well ason the Baltic and 
Black Seas, and will more than checkmate Eng- 
land in China, while the fleets she is sure to con- 
struct and float on these seas, will be a constant 
anxiety and annoyance to the Mistress of the 
Ocean. At the same time civilization will take 
up its march in Northeastern Asia, and be sure 
not long hence to march down intu Northern 





China, and Russian dominion with it. This ac- 
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quisition brings the United States into more in- 
timate relations with Russia, since an active com- 
merce is sure to spring up immediately between 
California and Russian Eastern Asia. 

This new acquisition by Russia, with the new 
commerce to spring up, the new fortified towns 
to be built, the new development of tbe internal 
resources of Russian Asia, and the gigantic 
schemes upon China projected, and sure in time 
to be carried out, will probably accelerate the fu- 
ture progress of Russia at a rate hard to be con- 
ceived. 

The overshadowing greatness of Russia, how- 
ever, has in it nothing toendanger the peace or 
the liberty of Europe. Russia is strong and en- 
during for defence, but weak for aggression. Her 
tardy legions are no match for the fiery valor of 
the Frenchman. Her fleets can never be so 
manned or navigated so as to be formidable to 
England. She has always inflicted terrible losses 
on her assailants, but even this has been rather 
by retiring and wearing them out before her de- 
fences, or leaving them to perish from cold and 
disease in the solitude which her self-destroying 
hand has prepared for them. The Poles and 
the Hungarians she overcame only through the 
treachery of their leaders. And the success with 
which her inexhaustible myriads have been foiled 
by the brave but ill-appointed and undisciplined 
tribes of the Circassians, for almost an entire gen- 
eration, is a proof how little she is to be dreaded 
asan invader. if ever the spirit of revolution 
should electrify her sluggish masses, then the 
volcano might be expected to pour its fiery tor- 
rent southward. But till then, whether Europe 
is likely to become Republican or not, she is in 
no danger of becoming Cossack. She seems at 
length, in fact, to have discovered that her true 
policy 1s that of peace. Her last attempt to take 
Constantinople has taught her a lesson too pain- 
ful and humiliating to be soon forgotten. The 
schemes she is now entertaining, though projected 
on a gigantic scale, are all of a pacific character. 
The emancipation of her serfs, the construction of 
a railroad along the southern border of her vast 
empire and of a telegraphic line through the whole 
breadth of Europe and Asia, from the Baltic to 
the Pacific—these are the schemes which appear 
just now to occupy the mind of her enlightened 
and humane Emperor; and they are such as 
every well-wisher to humanity must ardently de- 
sire that he may be spared to accomplish. 

Nor can there be a doubt that the extension of 
Russian sway in the East will be favorable to 
civilization and to the progress of Christianity. 
‘There is, indeed, not much life or power in the 
form of Christianity proposed in Russia. The 
Czar is the head of the church there, and he isas 
absolute and infallible in the Greek Church, at 
least in his own dominions, as the Pope is in the 
Roman. But it is justly remarked by the em- 
inent orientalist and missionary, Dr. Buchanan, 
as the result of his long and extensive observa- 
tion, that the worst form of Christianity is incom- 
parably better for human virtue and happiness, 
than the best form of Paganism. With Russian 
domination will come some knowledge at least of 
the truths of the Gospel, some influence at least. 
of its peaceful and humanizingz spirit, and this will 
prepare the way for something purer and better 
in due time. 

There is a curious prediction in the autobiogra- 
phy of Bishop Watson, penned some fifty years 
ago, which recent events, especiaily the great 
event of the last year, the treaty with China and 
the firmer establishment of British rule in India, 
seem not unlikely, in some degree, to accomplish. 
‘The empire of Russiais emerging from barbar- 
ism, and when it hus acquired a stability and 
strength answering to its extent, it will enlarge 
its borders, and casting an ambitious eye on 
Thibet, China and Japan, may introduce with its 
commerce Christianity into those countries.— 
India will be Christianised by Great Britain. 
Thus Christian monarchs, who aim at nothing but 
an increase of their temporal kingdoms, may 
become, by the Providence of God, unconscious 
instruments in propagating the spiritual kingdom 
of his Son”’—Eve. Post. 





Romance. 





Let us look up in fear and reverence and 
say, ‘* Gop is the great maker of romance. 
He, from whose hand came man and woman— 
ui who strung the great harp of Existence 
with all its wild and wonderful manifold chords, 
and attuned them to one another—ne is the 
great poet of life.” very impulse of beauty, 
of heroism, and every craving for purer love, 
fairer perfection, nobler type and style of be- 
ing than that which closes like a prison-house 
around us, in the dim, daily walk of life, is 
God’s breath, God’s impulse, God’s reminder 
to the soul that there is something higher, 
swecter, purer, yet to be attained. 

Therefore, man or woman, when thy ideal 
is shattered—as shattered a thousand times 
it must be—when vision fades, the rapture 
burns out, turn not away in skepticism and 
bitterness, saying, ‘‘ There is nothing better 
for a man than that he should eat and drink,” 
but rather cherish the revelations of those 
hours as prophecies and foreshadowings of 
something real and possible, yet to be attained 
in the manhood of immortality. The scoffing 
spirit that laughs at romance is an apple of the 
Devil’s own handing from the bitter tree of 
knowledge--it opens the eyes only to see 
eternal nakedness. 





If ever you have had a romantic, uncaleula- 


ting friendship—a boundless worship and be- 
lief in some hero of your soul—if ever you 
have so loved, that all cold prudence, all self- 
ish worldly considerations have gone down like 
drift-wood before a river flooded with new rain 
from heaven, so that you even forgot yourself, 
and were ready to cast your whole being into 
the chasm of existence, as an offering Tefore 





you awoke bitterly betrayed and deceived, stil] 
give thanks to God that you have had one 
glimpse of heaven. The door now shut will 
open again. Rejoice that the noblest capabili- 
ty of your eternal inheritance has been made 
known to you; treasure it, as the highest hon- 
or of your being, that ever you could so fee!— 
that so divine a guest ever possessed your soul. 

By such experiences are we taught the pa- 
thos, the sacredness of life; and if we use 
them wisely, our eyes will ever after be anoint- 
ed to see what poems, what romances, what 
sublime tragedies lie around us in the daily 
walk of life, ‘‘ written not with ink, but in 
fleshly tables of the heart.”? The dullest 
street of the most prosaic town has matter in 
it for more smiles, more tears, more intense 
excitement, that ever were written in story or 
sung in poem; the reality is there, of which 
the romancer is the second-hand recorder.— 
Mrs. Stowe, in the Atlantic Monthly. 





An Earth-Bath. 

The following amusing story is from the “ Life 
of Shelley” : 

‘My uncle, an old clergyman, had lived 
many years in a damp parsonage in the New 
Forest, and he was sorely afflicted with rheu- 
matism. He was advised to consult Dr. Gra- 
ham, who was then all the fashion. He did 
so, and was persuaded by him to take an earth- 
bath ; he actually took one, and he thought it 
did him good, and was likely to be of great 
service. My uncle often regretted he had not 
resolution enough to persevere ; but it was ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant. The patient was led 
into the doctor’s garden ; there he took off his 
clothes behind a screen, stripping himself stark 
naked. He was then placed in ahole. in the 
ground, just large enough to contain him; in 
what posture I do not recollect, but I think 
standing. arth—finely sifted vegetable 
mould—was gently filled in quite up to the 
collar bone, the head and neck being free, and 
uremaining ot,of the ground; the arms were 
buried, being placed close to his side. The 
patient being fairly in the bath, the screen was 
removed, and he commonly saw other persoas 
around him in a like situation with himself ; 
and he passed the time, as well as he could, in 
conversing with them—for it was necessary to 
remain three or four hours in the earth. 

‘* ¢ How cold he must have been !’ a lady re- 
marked. 

** On the contrary, the sensation of heat 
was most oppressive ; there was an unpleasant 
feeling of suffocation, and the perspiration was 
profuse. When the time prescribed had ex- 
pired, and the screen was placed around him, 
the bather was taken out of his grave, and 
well rubbed, and he was allowed to put on his 
clothes and depart. It was so disagreeable 
that my uncle could never summon courage to 
undergo the operation a second time ; but sev- 
eral of his friends had taken an earth-bath 
frequently, and they thought that the process 
was of great use to them. 

‘¢ T have seen persons in the earth-bath my- 
self. I wellremember going with my uncle 
the first time he consulted Doctor Graham. 
A man-servant, in a splendid livery, received 
us, and conducted us into the garden, and we 
saw there what scemed to be a bed of cauli- 
flowers. It was the age of wigs—of powdered 
wigs—and there were several old gentlemen 
buried up to the neck in the ground, with the 
head only to be seen above the earth, and a 
well-whitened wig upon it. The footman led 
my uncle up to one of the most considerable 
of the wigs, and introduced him to his physi- 
cian: ‘ This, sir, is Doctor Graham.’ Jor 
the doctor took a bath every morning himself, 
to encourage his patients, and shone forth on 


the big wigs. He could not feel my uncle’s 
pulse, for his arms were interred as well as_ his 
body ; but he looked at his tongue, and asked 
him very many questions, in exact accordance 
with the practice of the college, and finally he 
prescribed an earth-bath, wlich shortly after- 
ward my uncle took. 

‘*** How dreadful !’ all the ladies exclaimed, 
with one voice, ‘it must be just like being 
buried alive! Were there any women there ?’ 

‘Not when I was present, certainly ; and 
I rather think that females did not take these 
baths; and yet I recollect that the advertise- 
ments strongly recommended them to ladies as 
an unfailing remedy for sterility, insomuch as 
the earth would surely impart to them some 
portion of its fruitfulness—the earth being tic 
tertile mother of all things, 





the feet of another, and all for nothing--if 





the surface of mother earth as the biggest of 
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